NAMING CONVENTIONS FOR FORMS DESIGNED UNDER FORMFLOW 2.15

Names for FormFlow designs are limited to 8 characters followed by a 3 character extension.  The 8 characters are a limitation of DOS and cannot be changed.  The three-character extension has been predetermined by the software in some cases and by Air Force in others.

Meanings of File Extensions:
.FRP
This is the default extension for designs created under 

(See the Getting Started Manual

FormFlow.

for other file extensions.)


.FRL
This indicates that the form is a locked or an object locked 



version of the design.  A form that has been locked cannot be 



modified with the Designer software.  Object locked forms can 



be used by customers to link external data files.  AF issues all 



FormFlow forms as “object locked.”


.FRZ
This extension was used briefly by AF and DoD to indicate that 



the form was an object locked form that would open only in 



FormFlow Filler 2.0 or higher.  AF no longer uses this extension,



but some DoD forms still have it.  All AF forms have been



converted to FormFlow 2.15 with .FRL extensions.


.FRU
This is an unlocked version of a form that can be modified or 



overprinted by units with the Design software.  OPR approval 



may be required.


.FIL
This extension is seen on data files and indicates that the data is 



in ASCII format.


.FFL
These are ASCII database header files.


.DBF
This is seen on data files and indicates that the data is in dBase 



format.  The dBase format is now the standard for all forms.


.DBT
dBase Memo Field Files.  Any dBase form field longer than 256 



characters is converted to a memo field and stored in a separate 



file. 


.LRA
This indicates that the form is designed as EF, but it not fillable.



These forms may be opened in FormFlow by using File, Open, 



and selecting the file.  Once open in FormFlow, they can be



printed and filled out by hand or typewriter.  These forms will 



gradually be converted to fillable electronic forms.  


DOS Name
DOS Name
File Name

Form Number
(On FormFlow
(On Object
(On Default

(On Printed Form)
Design)
(Locked Design)
(Data File)

AF FORM 9, AUG 92 (EF)
AF000900.FRP
AF000900.FRL
C:\FORMDATA\AF000900.DBF

AF FORM 647A, SEP 97
AF0647A0.FRP
AF067A0.FRL
C:\FORMDATA\AF0647A0.DBF

DD FORM 1001-1, AUG 97
DD100110.FRP
DD1001-1.FRL
C:\FORMDATA\DD100110.DBF

AFRC FORM 28C, AUG 96
RE0028C1.FRP
RE0028C1.FRL
C:\FORMDATA\RE0028C1.DBF
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AFRC FORM 28C, AUG 96
RE0028C2.FRP
RE0028C2.FRL
C:\FORMDATA\RE0028C2.DBF
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NOTE:  No provision for multi-page forms being split into separate files has been made below command level.   Forms were originally split into separate files because the limited RAM memory on Z-286 computers could not handle two-page forms.  Most AF forms have been converted to single files.  NOTE:  Names must be compatible with the Electronic Transaction System (ETS).

AFRCHQ FORM 7, AUG 97
REH00700.FRP
REH00700.FRL
C:\FORMDATA\REH00700.DBF

AFRC FORM O-117, SEP 97
REO11700.FRP
REO11700.FRL
C:\FORMDATA\REO11700.DBF

4 AF FORM 7A, MAR 98
004N007A.FRP
004N007A.FRL
C:\FORMDATA\004N007A.DBF

DARB FORM 9, AUG 97
094B0090.FRP
094B0090.FRL
C:\FORMDATA\094B0090.DBF

94 AW FORM 9, AUG 97
094W0090.FRP
094W0090.FRL
C:\FORMDATA\094B0090.DBF

94 AW FORM O-9, AUG 97
094WO090.FRP
094WO090.FRL
C:\FORMDATA\094WO090.DBF

622AEG FORM 12A, AUG 97
622G012A.FRP
622G012A.FRL
C:\FORMDATA\622G012A.DBF

307RHS FORM 2, AUG 97
307S0020.FRP
307S0020.FRL
C:\FORMDATA\307S0020.DBF

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS:

AF now uses dBase as the data format for all forms created.  They also require that the path C:\FORMDATA\ will be entered as part of the default data file.  This procedure requires that all FormFlow users create a directory named FORMDATA on their C: drive.  The benefit of entering the path as part of the default data file is that when a user fills in a form, the data will always save to the C: drive in the FORMDATA directory.  This method will prevent customers from losing their data when they open a form on the web and fail to give it a path and file name when they attempt to save the data.  Another benefit of using the dBase format is that when a form is revised, any data from the old version will read into the new version (as long as the field is still on the new form).  

NOTE:  When a form is revised, users will get error messages if they have data entered on the previous version in dBase format.  To correct the problem, users must go to Data, Default Data, and click on Create, Overwrite, Retain to generate the new database structure on the revised form.  Information in data fields that match the new form will be retained; data that does not match the data fields on the new form will be lost.  Prior to loading a revised form, users need to copy their old form and old data to a floppy disk if they need to save it for record purposes.

One potential problem with the .DBF format is that the program uses a mathematical formula to compute the number of characters allowed in a dBase field.  For some blocks, customers may find that they cannot fill in the entire block when the data format is dBase.

